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FOREWARD .

This report presents my observations and conclusions as

Special Counsel appointed by the Los Angeles County Bocard of

Superviscrs on August 12, 1975, to investigate independently
the assassination of Senator Robert Kennedy.

There has been some unwarranted speculation that delay in
issuance of this report has resulted from changes being made
in the report. Such speculation is false. This report is my
product and no changes in either content or substance have
been made by any other persons.

Research for the report was conducted from January to March
1976. The report was written from March to May 1976 and
dictation tapes were delivered to the District Attorney's
Office fer typing.

The first draft (which {s available for inspection) was
reorganized and checked for factual error, typographical
errors and grammatical errors from May to August 1976. A
second draft was then prepared and procf read. From this
second draft a final copy was prepared for reproduction. Due
to cut backs in the District Attorney's Office, this final
process took about seven months. Secretaries were simply not
avaliable to work full time on the project.

I want to thark the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
for appointing me to undertake this effort and I tharnk ail
thosz in public agencies and the private citizens whe have
helped me in my investigation. I emphasize that this report
is my scle responsibility. I hope that it will help to shed
light on one c¢f the most tragic occurences in Los Angeles'
history.

P - ,;/45::%—74;”’
e i A g A
Thomas F. Kranz

Special Counsel to the Los Angeles
County Distriect Attorney's Qrfice
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ROBERT F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION & .
iE URT HEARINGS RE BALLISTICS EXAMINATION & TESTING

Appointment of Thomas F. Kranz as Special Counsel to the
Los Angeles District Attorney's QOifice

On August 14, 1975, Acting District Attorney John E. Howard
appointed private attorney Thomas F. Kranz as Special Counsel to
the District Attorney's Office in the matter of the Robert Kennedy
assassination. The appointment of a special independent outside
counsel, who was deputized as a deputy district attorney on August
14, 197%, was to insure a fresh independent look at the entire
matter and controversy surrounding the death of Senator Kennedy.

Thomas Kranz, private attorney, member of the Los Angeles
County Bar Association and the State Bar of California, and
admitted to practice before the United States Supreme Court, met
Acting District Attorney John Howard for the first time in midJuly
1975. The purpose of the meeting, at Kranz's request, was to infora
Mr. Howard that Kranz was interested in seeking the then vacant
position of District Attorney for the County of Los Angeles. Kranz
emphasized to Howard that he, Kranz, saw himself as a long shot
compromise choice in the event the Board of Supervisors were to
deadlock in their selection of a successor to Joseph Busch. During
this discussion in the office of Acting District Attorney Howard,
Kranz admitted to Howard that "I have always had some degree of
reservation concerning the Robert Kennedy case. With all respect
to Joe Busch, I feel there are a lot of unanswered questions."”
Howard did not reply to this comment, but several weeks later,
after the filing of both the CBS and Paul Schrade lawsuits, Howard
requested that Kranz come to the District Attorney's 0ffice for a
meeting. :

At that time, in the presence of John Howard, Acting Chief
Deputy Distriet Attorney Gordon Jacobson, Chief of Investigators
George Stoner, and other District Attorney personnel including
Deputy District Attorney Dinko Bozanich, the possibility of the
appointment of Kranz as a Special Counsel in the Sirhan Sirhan
matter was discussed. The problem confronting Howard, as with Joe
Busch, was not the validity of the verdict in the Sirhan case, but
the erosion of public confidence in the system of justice in Los
Angeles County due to the many questions that were continually
being raised in the Sirhan matter. Additional discussion concerned
the fact that such an independent special counsel would work with
the District Attorney's office in the preparation and presentation
of all evidence in the pending court hearing. Additionally, Kranz
was to independently review all the previous evidence, transcripts,
interviews, and documents relating to the Sirhan case, and make his
own independent investigation into the zssassination of Robert
Kennedy. :
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Ironically, during this discussion 1in Acting District
Attorney Howard's office, the Board of Supervisors was holding its
weekly meeting. Supervisor Baxter Ward was expressing his dis-
pleasure with Acting District Attorney Howard's refusal to reopen
the Sirhan matter. The previous weekend, the weekend of August 9,
Howard had discussed the possibility or the appoxntment of a
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his intention to discuss the appointment of special counsel with
attorney Tom Kranz. During the Board meeting on that day,
August 12, Supervisor Ward requested that Acting District Attorney
Howard appear before the Board and give explanations concerning the
Sirhan matter. Howard responded to the request to appear, and at
the Board meeting, Howard announced that the District Attorney's
_Office had been exploring various ways to re-examine key evidence
in the Kennedy assassination in a proper legal forum. The p0551-
bility of the appointment of a special master and special counsel
was discussed. Howard then introduced Kranz before the Board of
Supervisors, seeking permission for the appointment of Kranz as
special counsel to the District Attorney's QOffice on a 6Q0day basis,
salary at $2,000 a month. The motion was approved 5-0. This
appointment was later extended for another 60-day period beginning
October 13. Kranz appointment as special counsel expired December
12, 1975. . .

Two days after this Board of Supervisors meeting, Special
Counsel Kranz and Deputy District Attorney Dinko Bozanich
represented the District Attorney's office at a hearing before Los
Angeles Superior Court Presiding Judge Robert Wenke concerning the
application by CBS and Paul Schrade for examination and testing of
the Sirhan trial exhibits. Kranz and Bozanich stated that the
District Attorney's Office had no opposition to the principle of
test firing of the gun as long as the matter would be conducted
within a Jjudicial forum, with the right of cross examinaticn and
evidentary rules applying. The re-testing of the Sirhan weapon and
re-examination of all bullet evidence from the 1969 trial were
ordered by Judge Wenke. Contrary to the immediate notoriety given
the judge's order, this was not a re-opening nor a re-investigation
of the Sirhan case. The judge's order involved only the reexamina-
tion of the ballistics, gun and bullet evidence that could possibly
shed light on factual differences. Judge Wenke had instructed all
parties and counsel to draft a suitable 'procedure for the testing
and examination of the exhibits.

In order to understand the hature of the appointment of
Kranz as Special Counsel, it is necessary to review the events
preceeding the appointment of Kranz as Special Counsel, and to look

at the orchestration of controversy during the past several years -

since the nmurder of Robert Kennedy in the early morning hours of
June 5, 1968, in the kitchen pantry of the Ambassador Hotel.

O
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Statement of the facts of People v. Sirhan & subsequent questions

In an indictment returned by the Grand Jury of Los

.Angeles County, defendant Sirhan was charged in Count I with the
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Section 187. In Counts II - VI defendant Slrhan was charged with
assault with a deadly weapon with i{ntent to commit murder of Paul
Schrade, Owen Stroll, William Weisel, Elizabeth Evans, and Ira
Goldstein, in violation of Penal Code Section 217.

Defendant Sirhan pleaded not guilty. The trial court denied
defendant's motion to surpress certain physical evidence obtained
from his residence by means of search and seizure. Defendant's

motion for separate juries on the issue of guilt and the possible
issue of penalty was denied. Defendant's motion to quash and set
aside the petit jury list was denied, as was his motion to quash the
indictment.

After a jury trial, defendant was found guilty as charged on
all counts, the jury fixing the degree of the offense charged in
Count I at murder in the first degree. After further proceedings on
the issue of penalty, the jury fixed the punishment on Count I at
death. The defendant filed a notice of appeal from the judgment of
conviction, and the California Supreme Court modified the judgment
to provide a punishment of life imprisonment instead of death for
the murder of Senator Kennedy.

Thereafter, every appeal and writ filed by the defendant
Sirhan was denied by both California appellate courts and the
United States Supreme Court. Most recently, in January 1975,
Sirhan's attorney, Mr. Godfrey Isaac, filed a writ of Habeas
Corpus, and a writ of Error Coram Nobis before the Supreme Court of
California alleging that ballistiecs evidence indicated that two
guns had been fired at the murder scene, and that there had been a
knowing supression of evidence by the prosecution at trial. Tris
application for writ was denied by the California Supreme Court in
February, 1975.

But despite the affirmation of the trial court and jury's
Judgment by all appellate courts, the past several years have seen
tremendous pressure and demands in many quarters to re-open the
investigation of the Senator Kennedy assassination. Specifically,
besides the demands of the assassination and conspiracy buffs,
there were legitimate requests in the press and by the American
Academy of Forensic Sciences that called for a re-examination of
the physical evidence in the case. It must be kept in mind that the
assassination of a public leader, especially one who commands the
extraordinary following as did Senator Kennedy, is an event which
produces a profound public reaction. Media coverage of such an
event evokes a feeling of shock and indignation similar to the
reaction people have to the murder of a friend. The widespread
sense of tragedy which followed such an assassination made it 2
topic for much public discussion and a subject that guaranteed a
mass audience for anyone who chose to publicly discuss it.
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Moreover, the previous reports issued by the District
Attorneyt's Office and the Los Angeles Police Department confirming
their own conclusions that Sirhan Sirhan had been the lone gunman
seemed only to generate accusations by the critics of a "cover up."
Eventually, during 1975, new accusations appeared in the press, and
on media talk and entertainment shows. At the time of the appoint-
ment of Kranz as Special Counsel, the facts and circumstances
surrounding political assassinations had become new entertainment
in both tabloid reading and on television and radio talk shows. The
United States Congress was investigating possible conspiracy
concerning the assassination of President John Kennedy, and other
Congressional Committees were investigating the link between CIA
operations in foreign countries and political assassinations. The
Columbia Broadcasting System was in the process of producing a news
documentary on the subject of political assassinations for nation-
wide broadcast in early 1976. CBS, through its local Los Angeles
attorneys, had filed a request in Los Angeles Superior Court for
examination and testing of the exhibits and evidence in the Sirhan
CAoT e

In short, major questicns had been raised about the
scientific evidence generated in the investigation of Sirhan and in
the trial which followed the assassination of Senator Kennedy. The
ma jor questions were whether all of the bullets recovered from
Senator Kennedy and the other five victims came from the gun of
Sirhan. Beginning in mid-1970, and for the next several years,
several forensic scientists, working in the ield of firearms iden-
tification, and on the basis of examination of photographs and the
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the cannelure design and the prifling angles of the Kennedy neck
wound bullet (Sirhan trial exhibit 47) when compared to the Weisel
wound bullet (trial exhibit 54). It was argued by the critics that
these "apparent incorsistencies"™ should not have been present if
both bullets had been fired from the Sirhan gun.

Evidence Presented at Trial

On the evening of June 2, 1968, Senator Robert Kennedy had
given a speech at the Palm Terrace Room of the Ambassador Hotel in
Los Angeles. Prior to the Senator's speech on the evening of June
2, William Blume, who had worked as a stock boy in a liquor store
located next door to an organic health: -food store where defendant
Sirhan had worked the few months previous to that date, observed
Sirhan in the lobby area adjacent to the Palm Terrace Room. Mrs,
Miriam Davis, a hostess for the Kennedy event that night, was
walking arcund the hotel twenty minutes after the speech when sh
observed Sirhan seated in the kitchen area. After the Senator's
speech on June 2, Kennedy had passed through the kitchen area.

On the morning of June 4, 1968, election day, Sirhan signed
in at the San Gabriel Valley Gun Club located on Fish Canyon Road in
Duarte. He wrote "Sirhan Sirhan®" and the address 696 East Howard
Street, Pasadena, on the roster. After Sirhan had fired awhile on
the shooting range, he told the range master, Edward Buckner, "I
want the best box of shells you have, and I want some that will not

-

misfire. I got to have some that will not misafire." Buckner then
sold defendant Sirhan a box of shells, and Sirhan resumed shooting,
engaging in rapid fire shooting, using a .22 revolver and remaining

on the range til 5:00 p.m.
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Five other witnesses at the trial Testified that they
observed Sirhan engage in rapid fire ati the range One witnes:z,
Henry Carreon, noticed 300-400 empty casings where Sirhan was
shooting. Sirhan tcld another witness, Mrs. Ronald Williams, that
his mini-mag bullets were superior to the bullets that she was
using, and when asked by witness Michael Saccoman if it was against
the law to use a pistol for hunting, Sirhan answered "Well, I don't

know about that. It could kill a dog."
Earlier in the year, Sirhan had had a conversation with

"Alvin Clark, a trash collector employed by the City of Pasadena, in

which Sirhan had expressed his concern about how the assassinaticn
of Martin Luther King would effect "Negro people and how the
Negroes would vote in the coming election."™ Clark testified at
trial that he told Sirhan he was going to vote for Senator Kennedy
and Sirhan responded by saying, "What do you want to vote for that
son-2f-a~b for? Because I'm planning on shooting him" Clark then
told Sirhan that Senator Kennedy had paid the expenses of bringing
Martin Luther King's body back frcm Tennessee and that "you will be
killing one of the best men in the country." C(Clark remembered that
Sirhan stated that Senator Kennedy had done this merely for the
publicity involved, and that this conversation had occured in mid-
April, 1G68.

On the evening of the electicn, June 4, an hour or two prior
to Senator Kennedy's speech in the Embassy baliroom, a member of
the Senator's staff, Judy Royer, observed Sirhan in the area to the
rear of the Embassy ballroom stage. Because Sirhan was not wearing
a press badge or staff badge he was asked to leave, and he turned

! A = A3 o+ ha EBmb hallpe
and walked toward the doors leading out to the Embassy ballroom.

Shortly before midnight, as Senator Kzsnnedy tcok the service
elevator down to the rpantry area in the rear of the Embassy
ballroom, Jesus Perez, a kitchen helper at the Ambassador, and
Martin Petrusky, a waiter, obsesrved Senator Kennedy as he passed
through the pantry on the way to the Embassy ballroom where about
500 pecple awaited his speech. Both %itchen personnel observed
defendant Sirhan in the pantry at this time. Sirhan inquired

whether Senator Kennedy would be "coming back through this way."

hyté 3y ad
Both hotel employees replied that they did not know, but testified

that Sirhan remained in the area of the pantry close to Perez at the
corner of a serving table.

Upon concluding his Address at approxlmately 12:15 a.m.
(June 5) Senator Kennedy was escorted off the platform toward the
Colonial Room where he was to meet ' the press. Karl Uecker,
assistant Maitre d' at the Ambassader Hotel, led the Senator
through the pantry area behind the Embassy ballroom.

In the pantry area, Senator Kennedy stopped and shook hands

with some of the kitchen help, including Perez and Petrusky. At

that time Sirhan appeared, "smirking", as testified by Perez and
Petrusky, and began to fire his .22 caliber revolver at Senator
Kennedy. Several shots were fired in rapid succession. Uecker
attempted to grab the weapon from Sirhan, and Senator Kennedy fell
to the flioor of the pantry.

A struggle ensued as those present attempted to immobolize

and disarm Sirhaa. Roosevelt Grier, Rafer Johnson, George
Plimpton, Jess Unruh, and other members of Kennedy's entourage
Aarnmiuvad ecanAands Takaew T atam +ha mer platr Do o falimamm Fly;mnad tha
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weapon over to the L.A.P.D., and it was booked into the property
division.
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While Sirhan .was being held in the pantry awaiting the

arrival of the L.A.P.D., Rafer Johnson asked Sirhan repeatedly,
"Why did you do it?" Sirhan repiied, "Let me explain”™ or "I can
explain.™ At this time Sirhan also remarked i1n answer to Jess
Unruh's question "Why him?", "I d4id it for my country,"™ and a few
seconds later, "It is tcoo late".
. Two L.A.P.D. officers on patrol duty, Arthur Placentia and
Travis White, answered the 12:20 a.m. all units call, "Ambassador
shooting, 3400 Wilshire", and when the officers arrived they took
Sirhan off the serving table where he had been restrained and
placed him in custody and handcuffed him. Sirhan was transported
through a hostile crowd, which was chanting "Kill him, kill him" to
the officers' police car. Jess Unruh also entered the vehicle and
the officers drove toward Rampart station. Officer Placentia
several times asked Sirhan his name, but Sirhan did not reply.
Sirhan was advised of his constitutional rights, and Sirhan replied
that he understood his rights. Although the officers did not
address any further questions to Sirhan during the trip to the
station, Unruh asked 3irhan, "Why did you shoot him?", and Sirhan
replied, "Do you think I'm crazy, so you can use it in evidence
against me."

Both upon arrest, and later at the Rampart station, L.A.P.D.
officers attempted to examine Sirhan's eyes, but did not form
an opinion whether Sirhan was under the influence of alcohol or

drugs. He did not smell of any odor of alicohol nor did Sirhan
apgear to Mr. Unruh to be under the influence of intoxicating
liguor.

At the Rampart station, Sirhan's eyes were subjected to a
light test, and on the basis of that test, as weil as Sirhan's
appearance and movements, Officer White formed the opinion that
Sirhan was not under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

Sirhan's pockets were emptied and the following items were
taken from his possession: an automobile key, two live .22 caliber
bullets and an expendsd bullet, two newspaper clippings (one from
the Pasadena Independent Star N=ws dated May 26, 1963, a story by
columnist David Lawrence which in part noted that in a recent
speech Senator Kennedy had "favored aid to Isreal with arms if
necessary."; the other newspaper clipping, an advertisement from an
unidentified newsparer inviting the public "to come and see and
hear Senator Robert Kennedy on Sunday, June 2, 1968, at 8:00 p.m.,
Coconut Grove, Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles"). Also removed from
Sirhan's pcckets was $410.66 in cash, including four one hundred
dollar bills. No wallet, identification, or information indicating
Sirhan's identity was obtained from the examination of Sirhan's

person. Sergeant William Jordon, who was wateh commander at
Rampart detectives that night, assumed custody over petitioner
around 12:45 a.m., and asked Sirhan his nane. Receiving no

response, the officer informed Sirhan of his constitutional rights.
Sirhan asked some questions about his rights and requested the
admonition be repeated which was done. Sirhan indicated that he
wished to remain silent. :
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At this timé Sirhan was able to identify an absent officer
to Sergeant Jordon by the offic2r's badge number, 3949. Sergeant
Jordon formed the opinion at thir time that Sirhan was not under the
influence of either alcohol or ' drugs. Sirhan was not .given an
intoxication test because Jordon conciuded there were no objective
symptoms of intoxication and no reason to administer such a test.

When Sergeant Jordon offered Sirhan a cup of coffee, Sirhan asked
the officer to drink from the cup first, and the officer did so.
For security reasons, Sirhan was transported to police

" headquarters at Parker Center, arriving at the homicide squad room

around 1:4%0 a.m. Sirhan requested some water and again, at his
request, Sergeant Jordon tasted it before passing the cup to him.
Shortly before 2:00 a.m., a Doctor Lanz examined Sirhan in those
areas where Sirhan complained of pain. Sirhan refused to tell the
physician his name, and the physician told the officers present
that Sirhan was not in need of any immediate medical treatment but
that Sirhan should keep as much weight as possible off his left
ankle as it was probably sprained.

At this time Chief Deputy District Attorney Lynn Compton and
Deputy District At torney John Howard arrived, as did members of the
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District Attorney's investigative staff. In an interrogation room,
Howard asked Sirhan his name and Sirhan did not answer and at that
time Sirhan was advised by Howard of his constitutional rights.
Sirhan nodded in the direction of Sergeant Jordon and stated "I
will stand by my original decision to remain silent.”

During Sergeant Jordon's various contacts with Sirhan, in-
cluding the four to five hours he spent with E&irhan at the
arraignment and immediately prior and subsequent thereto, Sirhan
never appeared irrational. While refusing to identify himself
by name or place of origin, Sirhan engaged in banter with Sergeant
Jordon. Jordon formed the cpinion that Sirhan had a "very quick
mind", and that Sirhan was "one of the most alert and intelligent
persons" the officer had ever interrogated or attempted to interro-
gate during his 15 years experience on the police force.

About the same time that Sirhan was being taken to the
police station, Senator Kennedy was taken to Goecd Samaritan
Hospital in Los Angeles. Surgery was performed, but Senator
Kennedy died at 1l:44 a.m., on June 6, 1968. Dr. Thomas Noguchi,
Coroner and Chief Medical Examiner of Los Angeles County and two
deputy medical examiners, performed an autopsy on Senator Kennedy's
body between 3:00 a.m. and 9:15 a.m., on June 6. It was disclosead
that the gunshot wound to the head, in the right mastoid, had pene-
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fractured the skull and had itself been shattered. According to
Dr. Noguchi, powder burns on the right ear indicated that the
muzzle distance between the weapon and the ear at the time of the
firing was 1 to 1-1/2 inches. The only other two gunshot wounds
were in the area of the right armpit and the right side. These
shots were fired at very close range. The location, alignment, and
direction of the three wounds, in conjunction with the clothing

worn, indicated to Dr. Noguchi that the three shots in question
were fired in "ran1d succession®.

"L.A.P.D. criminalist DnWayne Wolfer testified at trial (and.
previously before the Grand Jury in 1968) that a bullet taken from
the base of Senator Kennedy's neck (People's exhibit U47) and
bullets taken from victims Goldstexn and Welisel (People s exhlblt
52 and 54) were fired from Sirhan‘s gun and "no other gun in the

world".
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Additionally,{»alfer testified that he L«ﬂ test fired eight
bullets from the Sirhan weapon into a water tank, obtaining seven
test bullets. Wolfer had taken one of the seven test bullets and
compared it to an evidence bullet and determined that the bullets
in question had come from the Sirhan weapon.

Wolfer stated that the Sirhan weapon was unique due to the
striations. This was the process that causes a bullet to become
scratched as it passes along the barrel of a gun. The bullet was
scratched by the imperfections of the barrel and the bullet picked
up these lands and grooves markings from the barrel when projected.

And since different manufacturers of guns and bullets have dif-

ferent rifling specifications, by looking at the scratches on the
particular bullet under a comparison microscope, and also by
looking at the lands and grooves of the particular bullet, Wolfer
was able to conclude that the bullets - one test fired bullet and
one evidence bullet - had been fired from the same gun. Wolfer
emphasized that since no two barrels were going to impart the same
impressions or scratches on the projectiles that pass through them
when expelled, therefore, these bullets that matched under a com-
parison test microscope could be said to have been fired from one

weapon, the Sirhan weapon.

Wolfer was unable to positively identify the bullet that
actually killed Senator Kennedy, People's 48, as having been fired
from the Sirhan gun due to the fragmentatlon of the bullet. But
Wolfer testified that it had been mini-mag ammunition, and had the
same rifling specifications as other bullets fired from the Sirhan
weapon.

Wolfer then described the trajectory of the bullets.

a. The first bullet entered Senator Kennedy's head behind
the right ear and was later recovered from the victim's head and
booked as evidence.

b. The second bullet passed through the right shoulder pad
of Senator Kennedy's suit coat (never entering his body) and
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forehead. The bullet was recovered from his head and booked into
evidence.

¢c. The third bullet entered Senator Kennedy's right rear
shoulder approximately 7" below the top of the shoulder. This
bullet was recovered by the Coroner from the sixth cervical
vertebra and booked as evidence.

d. The fourth bullet entered Senator Kennedy s right rear
back approximately 1" to the right of bullet #3. This bulilet

traveled upward and forward and exited the victim's hndu in the

right front chest. The bullet passed .through the celllng tile,
striking the second plastered ceiling and was lost somewhere in the
ceiling interspace.

e. The fifth bullet struck victim Goldstein in the left rear
buttock. This bullet was recovered from the victim and booked as
evidence.

. The sixth bullet passed through victim Goldstein's left

pants leg (never entering his body) and struck the cement floor and

entered victim Stroll's left leg. The bullet was later recovered
and booked as evidence.

€. The seventh bullet struck victim Weisel in the left
abdomen and was recovered and booked as evidence.

h. The eighth bullet struck the plaster ceiling and then
ok mirmls s d Ad Be o~ i £ on s T T nd coem s mman e tr o oamoam A FPeiam Fhha
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victim's head and bocked as evidence.
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Finally, an envelope containing three of the test bullets
fired by Wolfer (and having a serial nunber of ancther gun -not the
Sirhan weapon - on the coin envelope) was stipulated into evidence
by defense counsel. This introduction of the mismarked bullet
envelope passed without comment by defense, preosecution, or the
trial court.

At approximately 9:30 a.m. on June 5, (after the shooting of
Senator Kennedy, but before his death) Sergeant William Brandt of
the L.A.P.D. met with Adel Sirhan, one of defendant's brothers, at
the Pasadena Police Station. Adel stated that he lived with his two
younger brothers, Munir and Sirhan, and their mother at 696 Howard
Street, Pasadena. Adel, Sergeant Brandt, Sergeant James Evans of
the Homicide Division L.A.P.D., and agent Sullivan of the F.B.I.
were admitted tc the Sirhan home by Adel at 10:30 a.m. Adel, whom
the officers knew to be the oldest male resident of the household,
gave the off‘cers permission to search defendant's
UCU[UUU. Ll.l.G UI.J.LLEI:S u.Lu not IldVU a Sear L.Il Wdlldut d[lu Hnald 1oL
made an attempt to secure the consent of Sirhan to enter and search,
but their purpose in going to the Sirhan residence was "to
determine whether or not there was anyone else involved in the
shcoting and to determine whether or not there were any things that
would be relative to the crime." Sergeant Brandt knew "that there
was a continuing investigation to determine if there were other
suspects.”

Three notebooks were recovered from Sirhan's bedroom. One
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the entrance to the roomn. A second notetook was observed by
Sergeant Evans in plain view on the floor at the foot of the bed
next to a cardbocard box filled with clothes. Both of these
notebooks were put in evidence {(the third notebook was never put in
evidence by either party). The prosecution put in evidence (trial
reporter's transcript, page 4364), eight pages (4 sheets) of the
diary - notebook found on the top of Zirhan's dresser, which Mr.
Laurence Slcan, employed in the District Attorney's Office as spe-
cialist in handwriting and questioned documents, identified as
having been written by Sirhan. These pages read in part as follows:

"May 18, 9:45 a.m./68 - My determination to eliminate R.F.K.
is becoming more and more of an unshakable obsession... R.F.K.
must die..R.F.K. must be killed...Robert F. Kenrsdy must be
assassinated before 5 June 68..."

Other quotes taken from these pages were the following:

"Ambassador Goldberg must die"..."Ambassador Goldberg must
be eliminated...Sirhan is an Arab" "Kennedy must fall, Kennedy
must fall...Senator R. Kennedy must be disposed of. We believe
that Robtert F. Kennedy must be sacrificed for the cause of the poor
exploited people..."
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On the evening of June 5, Lieutenant Alvin Hegge .of the
L.A.P. D used the automobile key, which had been taken from
Sirhan‘s pocket at the Rampart station, in a successful attempt to
operate the lock on a door of a 1956 DeSoto parked in the vicinity
of the Ambassador Hotel. On the basis of this successful entry,
Hegge applied for and obtained the issuance of a warrant to search
the vehicle at approximately 12:30 a.m., (June &), and the
following items were recovered:

1. From inside the glove compartment, a wallet containing
among other items, current membership card in Sirhan's name in the
An01ent Mystical Order of Rosacrucian, as well as other cards iden-
tifying Sirhan by name and address;

2. From inside the glove compartment, a business card from
the Lock, Stock and Barrel Gun Shop in San Gabriel and a receipt
-dated June 1, 1968, from that gun shop for the purchase of mini-mag
hollow point .22 caliber ammunition, and two boxes of Super X .22
caliber ammunition (a total of-200 bullets);

3. From inside the glove compartment one live round of .22
caliber ammunition and an empty carton labeled .22 caliber "mini-
mag";
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Documents obtained from the California Department of Motor
Vehicles established that Sirhan was the registered owner of the
DeSoto searched in the vicinity of the Ambassador Hotel.

Evidence introduced at trial established that at 8:00 a.m.

~on the morning of June 6, Officer Thomas Young of the Pasadena
Police Department arrived at the Sirhan residence, having been as-

signed to security at the rear of the residence to guard the
premises from unauthorized persons. At approximately 11:00 a.m.,
upon discarding a paper cup of coffee into the trash which lay
inside several boxes and cans of trash on the Sirhan property, he
observed an envelope which bore on its face the return address of
the Argonaut Insurance Company. Mr. Laurence Sloan, handwriting
specialist of the Los Angeles District Attorney's 0Office, testified
that the writing on the back of the envelope was that of Sirhan.
The following words, repeated several times, were written on the
reverse side of the envelope, which had been put in evidence by the
prosecution:

"R.F.K. must be...disposed of prOperly Robert Fitzgerald
Kennedy must soon die."

Other trial evidence 1introduced was testlmony of Mr. and
Mrs. John Weidner, the owners of a health food store in Pasadena,
who had employed Sirhan as a box boy and delivery boy. The Weidners
had discussions with Sirhan on the subject of polities in whieh
Sirhan asserted that violence was the only means by which American
Negroes would achieve their goals, and that the state of Israel had
taken nis home, and that the Jewish people were on top and directing
the events in America. When Sirhan stated to the Weidners that
there was more freedom in Russia and China than in America, Mr.
Weidner had inquired, "Why don't you g0 there yourself?" Sirhan
replied, "Maybe one day I will go."
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Witnesses Enrique Rabago and Humphrey Cordero testified that

they went to the Ambassador Hotel ‘on primary election night, June
ll and ghserved Sirhan at anproximatelv O Qn or 0 uq p.m. at the
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election night headquarters of Max Rafferty, candidate for the U.S.
Senate. The two men stated that Sirhan, who had a mixed drink in
his hand, remarked, "Don't worry if Senator Kennedy doesn't win.

* That son-of-a-bitch is a millionaire. Even if he wins he is not

going to win it for you or for me or for the poor people.® When
Sirhan paid for a drink, he gave the waitress a $20 dollar bill and
told her to keep the change to "show them." Sirhan alse¢ stated

"It's the money you've got that counts, not the way you look."

Hans Bidstrut, an electrician employed by the Ambassador
Hotel, observed Sirhan at approximately 10:00 p.m. that night at
the Venetian Rcocom of the Ambassador Hotel, which was the Rafferty
headquarters. Sirhan had a glass in his hand and Bidstrut assumed
that Sirhan had been drinking. Sirhan asked Bidstrut whether he
(Bidstrut) had seen Senator Kennedy and how long Senator Kennedy
had stayed at the Ambassador and Bidstrut stated that Sirhan also
mentioned "the security of the hotel and asked about the Senator's
securjity."

Gonzales Cepina, a waiter at the Ambassador Hotel, observed
Sirhan in the Venetian Room around 10:00 p.m. on election night,
holding a drink with a rolled newspaper under his arm. Sirhan asked
for Cepina's assistance in moving a chair. Later, at approximately
11:45 p.m., Cepina observed Sirhan in the pantry area next to the
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serving table where Senator Kennedy was thesreafter shot. Senator

Kennedy was giving his speech inside the Embassy ballroom at the
time.

Other trial evidence revealed that on September 24, 1966,
Sirhan was injured in a fall from a horse at a ranch where he was
working as an exercise boy. Sirhan's eyes bothered him for several
months after the accident, and he had received $2,000 of Workmen's
Compensation as the result of his injuries. During the following
twelve mecnths Sirhan was unemployed and read a great deal at
libraries and at home. Sirhan stated at trial that he "read every-
thing about the Arab-Israeli situation that he could lay his hands
on," including publications from the Arab information center in the
United States and a book on Zionist influence on U.S. policy in the
Middle East.

During this period of unemployment Sirhan also became in-
creasingly interested in "the occult and metaphysical," although
his interest in these subjects preceded the fall from the horse.
Because of Sirhan's desire to learn more about himself, he joined
the Rosicrucian Society, attending a meeting the week preceding the
assassination. One book read by Sirhan, entitled Cyclomancy,
was described by Sirhan as follows: "The basis of what he says is
you can do anything with your mind if you know how"..."how you can
install a thought in your mind and how you can have it work and
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become a reality if you want it to." (Reporter’'s transcript page

4905).- Sirhan read a large number of other books in this area, some.

involving "thought transference." One Rosicrucian article read by
Sirhan taught him that if he wrote something down, he would ac-
complish his goal. Sirhan testified that he had recorded various
things in his notebook "with the objective in mind of accomplishing
his goals...and in reference to that, the assassination of Robert
Kennedy.™
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At trial, Sirhan admitted writing on May I8, 1968, that his
"determination to eliminate R.F.K. is becoming more the  more of an
unshakable obsession... and that he! must  lkessassinated liefore
June 68." Sirhan stated at trial that he did not remember when he
wrote this, but admitted that he could have written this at the time
Senator Kennedy had said he would send 50  planes to Israel.

Sirhan testified that he purchased the .22 caliber revolver
in by with his money and  for his own use, firing it at
shooting ranges approximately six times between March and May 1968.
OnJune [, 1968, Sirhan brought some mini-mag ammunition at the
Lock, Siotk Barrel Gun Shop and engaged in target practice at
Borona Police Pistol Range. When hirchased the ammunition,
head not requested thaticular type; he had merely said,
"Well, give me your  best," and was then given the mini-mag.He had
refere used mini-mag.

After seeing an ad the Los Angeles Times inviting
attendance at a speech by Senator Kennedy at the Ambassador Hotel,
Sirhan attended the June 2 speech. Hiéd not bring aun at that
time and testified that fakd not contemplate assassination at
that time.

During the two weeks prior to the assassination, Sirhan had
been going to the hacss and betting almost daily. OnJune 3,
Sirhan asked his mother for the remaining $500 of his Workman&#39;s
Compensation award, which he had turned over to her, as he planned
to attend the races on election day at  Hollywood Park. Originally,
he planned to attend &osicrucian meeting that same evening June
H. However, when Sirhan saw the race entries ithe newspaper for
June He concluded that did not like the horses thate
running, and changed his mind aedided togo  target shooting at
the Saabriel Valley Gun Gl finishing his several hours
of shooting onthe  gunrange, Sirhan had dinner at &asadena rest-
aurant and observed anewspaper ad which read, "Join in the miracle
mile march, for Isreal." Sirhan testified that "this advertisement
brought him back to the six days in June of the previous year, and
that the fire started burning inside of him asa result of the ad."

Reporter&#39;s transcript page 5175.! -

Sirhan mistakenly thought the parade was  scheduled for that
evening, June HNd set out to observe it. Hestified that he
was driving like ananiac, got lost, and eventually arrived at
Hilshire Boulevard where he looked forwthe parade. The gun was
still in the back seat. His wallet, he testified, was in the glove
compartment as always carried his loose money in his pocket and
he never  kept wallet on his person.

When Sirhan saw &ign for United States Senator Kuche1&#39;s
Headquarters, he dropped yd was told that a large party for
Senator Kuchel was going on at the Ambassador Hotel. When Sirhan
walked toward the hotel, with his gun still in the automobile, he
observed darge sign concerning some Jewish organization and
Sirhan testified that this "boiled him up again.”
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