FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION

COVER SHEET

SUBJECT: JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER, 111

FILE : 105-HQ-55843




o e e e sk ik SR L T e g BTy B

A R .. . e - =

Y
v

{  sTeomCrom 8. . . B s

| Qﬂice Memorandum . vnitep states GOVERNM]

'(%5 T ¢+ VMR, L. V. BOARD DATE: Decemberiy

FROM" 1+ A, H. BELIENT
y; "

ASTA SOCIETY

 INFORMATION CONCERKING

. . : ISy
STHOPSIS: I R L i

o AT g 0 it = s . o e

IR NSoo NPT cad {
Reference 18 made to the December 2, 1556, issue of Wl

v "The New York Times,” which reflects that John D. Rockefeller Igg;"‘.
) |(SAC contect NY0) recently formed the Asia lociety to foster UNdér—(
; ~8tdg€;ng between the Unit~d States and Far East. Rockefeller is

P er

ident; Dr. Grayeon L. Zirk, president of Columbia University, is
an of the board of trustees; and Paul Sherbert, former U.S. Consul

Dociety will work closely with the China Institute and Japan Soctety,
R reportedly are cultural and educational orgenizations. Xirk, Jorner
pngultant to Depariment of State, was chairman ?f International Progranm
ittee of the Institute o i fic Relations (IFPR) in 19

NN -l % wong athres

The Society'’s board of trustees is compssed of prominent
individuals who have ezxhibited commercial and/oy cultural interests in
f /1 _Asian matters. The board of trustzes includes’Chester Bowles, former
% member of the board of directors of the Fund for the Republic (gﬁﬁ);
rthur H., Dean, former member board of directors, FFR and formefrly
sso;iated with IPR; John Erter, vice president, Federal Reserve Bank of
New Tork AL . : o 4 _

AL

ji

\ . " 2 1p8

aldbot, executive direcior.of e Americgn uniuysrsities P£i . and
pljo member of IPR in 19489,

| Ernest Gross, lawyer and odvisdf to United Hbtions,sécretqr, general,

! Filliam R. ferod,
eneral Electric Company, who was & trustee of
rd S. Moson, dean, Harvard Graduate School of

presiaent, Lnternationa
IPR from 1937-48; Dr. Edwa
Pudl ddministration
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Vemorandum for Mr. Boardman

Res: Asia Society ; Eé
Information Concerning b’)u i
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npathetic toward communism.

Brief sumnaries concerning the individuals ond organizations
associated with the Asia Sociely, based on file reviews linited to main
files and prior summaries, are set forth in the details.

RECQII'ENDATION: ;

None. For your information.

DETAILS:

-y =
JC::h?.buSZJS‘ 3
The December 2, 1956, issue of "The New York T1¢es" carried ~
an article entitled "Asia Society Gets Rockefgller Aid," which stoted thot
John D. Rockefeller, III, announced yesterday the formation of the 4sia -
Society, an organization 1o stimulate knowledge and understanding between
the United Stotes ond the countri s of Asia. Xr. Rockefeller, president
of the new group; Dr. Grayson I. Kirk, president of Columbia University

is chairman of the board of trustees; and Faul C. Sherbert, who returned
recently from & S~year assignment a8 United States Consul and public
afrairs officer in India, has been chosen as erecutive director. IThse
Society will work closely with such organizations as the China Institute,
the Japan Society and other groups having programs related to Asia
generally.

A review of Bureau files limited to main files and prior
sumnaries on the above organizations and individuals and on the board of
trustees briefly reflected the following:

ASTIA SQCIETY
¥o investigation and no identi fiacble information.

JAPAN SOCIETY

The Japan Society was the sudbject of an FBI investigation during
1942 which revealed thot during 1935 Japan Societies were located B
New York, Seattle, Boston, Chicago, New Orleans, San Francisco and ihe |
Fortlond., Therecords of the Japan Society of Seattle indicated thot '




Memorandum for Nr. Boardman
Ber Asgia Socileiy
Information Conceraing

various .Japan Societies in the United Stotes were not affiliated, however,
all were modeled ofter the Japan Society of New York. The basic purpose
oS the organizations was to promote friendly relotions betwesen the .
United States and Japan and to diffuse among the American people o more
sccurate kaowledge of the people of Japan, {100-74277) :

4@5_11{4 INSTITUTE IN AMERICA -

Yo investigation has been conducted concerning the China

Institute in America, which ia currently locdted at 185 Egst 65th Street,
New York, and was established in 1926 as an educational and cultural
Tryenization to assist Chinese atudents in America and o promote closer
relaiions between Chinese ond American educotional institutions. The }
China Institute was incorporuted as an educotional institution under the ™
laws of New Jersey on 1/27/30 and was registered under the terms of the
Foreign Agenits Registration Act pfrom 1939 to February, 1953, ot which
time i1ts acitivities were determined to be exempt. 41 the time of the
registration in 1939 Henry B. Luce was listed as its president. Allegedly
the organizgtion+Bs onticomnunizs t and pro-Nationalist Chinese Government.
{100~-366962) -

a
SO s, o

Mre Bockefeller, president Lo Saciety, was approved by the
Bureau as an SAC contact of the NYO on 1/14/550 New York leitter dofeds ™
12/20/54 reflected that a memorandum dated 4/13/43:Tegarding, the ..
fInatitute of Pacific Relations (1FPR), ﬁbé%&ﬁd_?ﬁg¢e Fund, 1ists John D,
RBockefeller; III, $25,000 as o possible SourceBofpadditional incowme. 559
Rockefeller in o memorandum dated April, 1943, wae listed as one of the B
individucls contriduting to the work of the IPRqﬁw(Qémésagaag) o
Accoraing to o report on the IPR issued by the Senate
Subcommittee on Internal Securidy in July, 1952, it is stated that the
IPR has baen considered by the American Communist FParty and by Soviet
officials as an instrument of co-munist policy, propaganda and military
intelligence which disseminated ond sought to popularize Jalse informatios
tncluding informetion origincting from Soviet ond communist sSources. The
report further stotes that a small core of officials and stoff menbers
corried the main burden of IPR activities and directed its administration
and policies. MNembers of this small core wers characterized in the repor
08 either communists or proconmunists, (124-1874-8)
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| i andard 0i1 Company o ey Harry A.XGi
grd-vacuum 0il Company; Mrs. JameMlLouohlin, not further es“crz@g#,;i
E.Wflurray, general %ager, Far .East Division, California-Tezas Di1”
a

Compdny, Jtdy ~James J.XRorimer, ctor, Metropolitan Museum of Arts
p T Howard C.MShepherd, chaivman, First National City Bank cof New Yorks
‘% Edwin F. \Jtenton, former ambessador to Thailand and J.LOLI&’M‘
&y president, Pon=dmericaon World Airwiys, H. 7 "
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